
“Spare the Rod, Spoil the Child” 
Activity contributed by 

Lana Gentry 
 
Imagine that you are editors of a popular online magazine for new parents.  Your group of three/four 
students must create an online magazine that will help them become better parents, because you are now 
the experts.  This project is worth 100 points.  It must prove to me that your group understands the three 
types of learning classical, operant, and modeling/observational learning. Therefore, I expect to read 
quality articles about learning/conditioning. When I grade the articles, I will look for vocabulary terms and 
application. Your magazine will be totally online in a student weebly account. You will need to log into 
student.weebly.com. I will give your leader the account number and their id number is the password. 
You must change the password once you have logged into your group account. Share the password 
among the group member. Print a copy of the rubric and submit with your group evaluations. 
 
The classical conditioning article must include the following vocabulary: neutral stimulus, unconditioned 
stimulus, unconditioned response, conditioned stimulus, and conditioned response. (20 points) 
 
The format for operant conditioning is to write a persuasive essay either for or against spanking or 
physical punishment. You must choose five terms from the following list: punishment, extinction, 
schedule of reinforcement (fixed-ratio, variable-ratio, fixed-interval and variable-interval), aversive 
control, escape conditioning, avoidance conditioning, and/or consequence/reinforcements (primary, 
secondary, positive, and negative) must be in the article.  (20 points) 
 
Modeling must include latent learning, insight, pro-social behavior, observational learning (monkey see & 
monkey do) and disinhibition.  (20 points) 
 
Finally, the web-based magazine must have a home page, which needs to include the title of your 
magazine and the name of the editors.  Be creative and use lots of visual appeal! In other words, use your 
right brain. An “A” magazine will have well-written article that prove your knowledge about 
learning/conditioning. It will also be similar to a real magazine as possible and have extras like ads, 
crosswords, several pages to navigate, coupons, etc. There must be at least four extras. It needs to be neat, 
organized, and can have additional feature articles. Extras must be of your creation and cannot be cut and 
paste from other online magazine. All vocabulary terms must be underlined or highlighted. (20 points) 
 
When your magazine is due, each group member must turn in an evaluation of the group and each 
member.  The evaluation should not be longer than one page typed or two pages handwritten in ink and 
legible.  It needs to address the following questions: (20 points) 
 

Did you learn from this assignment?  What did you learn? Was it a fair assessment?  Or would a 
traditional test have been better?  Explain. 
How well did your group work together? Was it a positive or negative experience?  Explain.  Be 
specific and honest. 
What grade does each member deserve?  Describe what each person did to earn his her grade.  
Include yourself and explain.  Brag, if you did all of the work.  Your group members will not see 
the evaluations, because they are not a part of the magazine. 

 
Print a copy of the assignment rubric and submit with group evaluations! 
This assessment is due   . 
My group members are: 


